A friend to the hummingbirds and honeybees. Swan Lake Nurseryland emplopes
Donna Lewds nurtures a row of vibrant perenntals on a lovely weekday morning, The datsy-
like yellow coneflower s a type of Echinacea that has been known to attract humminghbirds,
bees and butterflies,

NEWS

City and township make water work history

While  Armstrong
has claimed the
Make Water Work
championship title
for the fourth time,
the real winners
are the residents in
both the city and
the township that
proved their ahil-
ity to rally together
bo ralse awareness
about  water con-
servation and Make
Water Work.,

Okanagan Ba-
gin Water BEoard
(OBWE] COTIT-
nications  director
Corinne Jackson
reported that this
year's total pledges
were the highest
sinee 2016,

"The efforts of
these two communi-
tes to ralse aware-
ness  about  water
conservation  has
been phenomenal,”
Jackson said, not-
ing that more than
670 people pledged
to conserve water
in their households,

which is a 28 per
cent increase in total
pledges compared to
last wear.

“But it's not just
about the pledges.
The Make Water
Work web zite had
almost 12,000 vis-
its in the last few
months and more
than 8,700 were
first-time  wisitors,”
Jackson reported.

Armstrong Mayor
Chris Pieper said
this year every com-
Uity OTganisa-
tion and club was
contacted to ensure
they pledged.

“Half the people we
were harassing were
from Spallumcheen,
g0 it increased both
of our numbers,”
Pieper laughed,
noting how inter-
mingled the dty and
township are.
Spallumcheen May-
ot Christine Fraser
gaid both staff and
council worked hard
to spread the waord,

“Coun. Gerry Popoff

is like the godfather
of our community,
and anytime some-
one called him, he
told them to go to
MMakeWaterWorle.ca,
learn about water
conservation  and
take the pledge—
and they did,” Fraser
praised.

Thiz increase in
participation was
not only seen virtu-
ally but throughout
the community, ac-
cording to Pieper.

"We definitely see
people turning to
more drought-toler-
ant landscapes, es-
pecially in new sub-
divisions,”  Pleper
pointed out,

“I think people talk
about it a lot more
than they used to.
There zeems to be
4 greater recogni-
tHon of water'’s im-
portance,”  Pleper
added.

“We live in a water-
stressed region,” ex-

plained OBWE chair
Sue McKortoff.
"We =till need to en-
sure there is enough
water for late har-
vest  farm  crops,
galmon coming back
te our streams (o
spawn and poten-
tally firefighting,”
Jackson furthered,
"We all have to
do what we can,”
McKortoff added.
Everyone who
pledged received
$2 off a purchase
from parden cen-
tres  that  carry
the Make Water
Work Plant Collec-

tion

Energy afuwork % FORTIS BC”

Jp t0 $150 in Rebates '~

Hop to it!

Have vour natural gas
appliances serviced by a
licensed gas contractor
and save up to $150'-
but only until

Movember 30, 2020.

Annual servicing helps maintain the life expectancy of your
appliances and helps ensure they're operating safely and
efficiently. With up to $150 in rebates for select appliances
serviced between September 1 and Movember 30, 2020,
there's pever been a better time to leap info action,

Appliance service rebates

Furmace or badler 50

Hatural gas fireplace 525 {maximum bwo)
Tankless water heater 550

Apply online by December 7, 2020 at fortisbe.comjservice,

Find a licensed gas contractor
Loak for a contracte
gas fitters
tvpes of gas appliz

Find one

i that emplovs certified
IE g nspacting all
yperation.

i/ findagascontractor,

and has

Suxtriam rebote (v 5150 when yow bave either o furnare or boffer, bwo fireploces and one foskdes
whler s serrved. Mate: mange tand woter Nearers are sl digille for sovvior sl
Catalinions gy, Full rerms sl comdithss are aeloble of forishc oo arias
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trong Ciptometry

FAHL‘f EYE & HEH‘.‘H CENTRE

#4 - 3380 Smith Drivea,
Armstrong
Ph: 250-548-2020
Fax: 250-548-3052
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