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CAMPAIGN IS WORKING By Pete Mcintyre

Armstrong wins Water Wise
event...again
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Armstrong can once again lay claim to being the most water wise community in the
Okanagan.

The city edged out its neighbour, the township of Spallumcheen, for the “Make Water
Work Community Champion” title, following wins in 2018, 2017 and 2015.

The awareness event is put on by the Okanagan Basin Water Board (OBWB) as part of the
Make Water Work campaign.

“We had real buy-in from staff and council]” noted Armstrong Mayor Chris Pieper. “We
went to our various clubs - Lions, curling, etc. - and sent members emails and went hard.

Half the people we were harassing were from Spallumcheen, so it increased both of our
numbers,” he laughed.
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Okanagan mayors take part in WaterWise campaign (photo credit: Okanagan Basin Water Board)

According to Spallumcheen Mayor Christine Fraser, town staff and council also sent
emails, and had flyers with Make Water Work (MWW) information at the front counter

when people came in to pay their taxes. But in their back pocket was Coun. Gerry Popoft.

“Coun. Popoft is like the godfather of our community and anytime someone called him he
told them to go to MakeWaterWork.ca, learn about water conservation and take the
pledge — and they did!,” Fraser explained.

Many wonder if the campaign is paying off in water awareness and water savings.

“We definitely see people turning to more drought-tolerant landscapes, especially in new
subdivisions,” said Pieper. “It helps to have garden centres like Blue Mountain Nursery and
Shepherd’s Home Hardware carry appropriate plant material, including the Make Water
Work Plant Collection. And, I think people talk about it a lot more than they used to. There
seems to be a greater recognition of water's importance.”

In all, 677 people pledged to conserve - a 28 per cent increase over 2019, noted Water
Board Communications Director Corinne Jackson, who manages the Okanagan WaterWise
program and its MWW campaign.

But it's not just about the pledges as the MWW website had almost 12,000 visits in the last
few months, more than 8,700 were first time visitors. While there, people looked at tips to
conserve water, learned about the Plant Collection, found water restrictions, and more.
Many thousands more heard and saw the messaging on social media, radio, buses, and

IMOre.

“It’'s been a strange year, added Jackson. “Due to COVID-19, we had no public launch of
the campaign. Normally we would have our local government and utility partners on hand.
In the past, we've had school children, garden centres and other business partners, and
the public attend. Instead, we invited Okanagan mayors to submit videos from their own
yards, explaining what they were doing to conserve, and then we released a video
compilation. And it turned out great!”

There was also was no face-to-face outreach this summer. In past years, staff would be
out at farmer’s markets and at various community events, encouraging water
conservation. Instead, the campaign relied on social media and other forms of advertising
to get the message out.

‘It seemed to work. We've had excellent engagement,” said Jackson.

“The contest was great - it got people talking and it was fun to get all the mayors
involved,” stated OBWB Chair and Osoyoos Mayor Sue McKortoff who noted that water
conservation is an important issue in the Okanagan. Despite a wet July, she acknowledged
that portions of the south Okanagan's Vaseux Creek and Shuttleworth Creek have gone
dry.

According to Okanagan Nation Alliance, two female Chinook made it up Vaseux Creek
betfore the creek’s lower section dried up in early August. No male was found and it’s
believed the two likely released their eggs due to stress.

“We do live in a water-stressed region,” McKortoff added, saying that we have had a
number of drought years recently. And this year, we still need to ensure there is enough
water for late harvest farm crops, salmon coming back to our streams to spawn, and

potentially firetighting. “We all have to do what we can.’

Okanagan residents are encouraged to continue to be WaterWise and tollow the MWW
pledges. If you water:

e 1. Water lawn between dusk and dawn.
e 2. Water plants, not pavement.
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3. Never mow low. Let it grow.

e 4, Choose plants suitable to our dry climate.
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0. Tune up your irrigation,

e 6. Aerate the lawn and top dress with compost.

Fall 1s an excellent time to aerate and top dress the lawn. With the cooler weather, it 1s
also a good time to plant. This year, OkWaterWise teamed up with the Okanagan
Xeriscape Association to expand its Make Water Work Plant Collection, growing the list
from 54 to 105 plants which includes a number of native and edible plants. Plus, pledge
until Sept. 30 and collect $2 off your purchase from the Plant Collection.

Learn more at www.MakeWaterWork.ca.

by Pete Mcintyre





