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MAKE WATER WORK

Water conservation program takes aim at lawns and gardens

“Make Water Work” encourages use of drought tolerant plants, reduced water waste

RICHARD MCGUIRE
ABERDEEN PUBLISHING

With lower water lev-
els in the Okanagan this
year, the Okanagan Basin
Water Board (OBWB) has
kicked off its annual out-
door water conservation
campaign earlier
usual.

This year’s Okanagan
WaterWise program with
the slogan “Make Water
Work” takes aim at wa-
ter waste in residential
homes and gardens.

The valley has less wa-
ter available per person
than anywhere else in
Canada, but it has some
of the highest use in the
country, the OBWB says
in a news release.

Household lawns and
gardens account for 24
per cent of all water used
in the Okanagan and a lot
of it is wasted.

This year’s campaign
aims to promote a col-
lection of plants that
require less water and
grow well in the drier
Okanagan climate. The
collection is sold through
participating garden .cen-
tre sponsors.

Mayors from around
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the Okanagan took a
pledge to conserve -water
and they are challenging
residents of their commu-
nities to do the same at
www.MakeWaterWork.ca.
“The mayors are com-
peting with each other to
see how many residents
per capita are signing
the pledge,” said Anna
Warwick Sears, executive
director of the OBWB.
By making the competi-
tion on a per-capita basis,
smaller communities have
a chance to compete with
larger cities, she said.
“It’s a friendly com-
petition and it gets the
elected officials excited
and involved,” she said,
noting that one Kelowna
councillor got-so excit-
ed by what she heard at
the launch that she left
with a big cart full of
drought-tolerant plants.
Warwick Sears said one

of the worst ways people
waste water is by overwa-
tering or giving plants far
more water than they ac-
tually need. .

Another problem is that

when grass is put down, it

is often put on subsurface
soil without a layer of top-
soil.

Studies show that when
topsoil with compost is
added, the lawn needs far
less water because the soil
holds the water better.’

“A lot of the new devel-
opments go in and they
strip off all the topsoil
and then they roll down
the lawn,” she said. “You
create this terrible con-
dition where to keep the
grass green, you have to
water it every day.”

Watering during the
daytime = for - residen-
tial landscaping is also
wasteful because the wa-
ter evaporates at a faster

LY.

) © il
Tricks to eat less

rate, she said.

People also need to
make sure their. irriga-
tion systems are working
properly so the water isn’t
going onto pavement or
into the gutter.

The advantage to the
Make Water Work plant
collection is that peo-
ple can have beautiful

plants in their gardens -

that can be a permanent
fixture and they don’t
have to worry about pull-
ing things out if there
are water restrictions or
stressing - plants if they
can’t water often, War-
wick Sears said.

“You could have a per-
manent, beautiful garden
and it’s a garden that’s ap-
propriate for our climate,”
she said. “Our climate
is quite water stressed.
Why would you want
to live in Canada’s only
desert and grow plants
that need a lot of water?”
Some of the plants on
the Make Watér Work
list provide three sea-

sons of colour interest..

These include :cushion
spurge, thrift, catnip, lav-
ender, Missouri evening
primrose, tail - sedum,
coreopsis and blanket

flower. -
Others are low mainte-
nance and are ultra-low in

‘water use. These include

blue fescue, silver mound,
sedum, hens and chicks,
Russian sage, thyme and
yucca.

The “Make Water Work
Plant Collection” was de-
veloped by the OBWB’s
Okanagan  WaterWise,
the Okanagan Xeriscape
Association (0OXA) and
Bylands Nursery.

There are seven garden
centres from Armstrong

. to.Osoyoos participating

in the program. -

Surinder Sandhu of
Sandhu Greenhouses said
she and her husband Je-
ewan Sandhu sell all the
plants in the collection.
In fact, they were al-
ready selling them before
the collection was an-
nounced.

Additionally, they also
sell a wide range of cacti,
which although not part
of the collection, are also
very drought tolerant.

Surinder Sandhu said
her business has long en-
couraged people to grow
these plants if they are
looking for drought toler-
ant plants to grow.
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dozens of diets de-
signed to help people
eat less, and some of
these may be more
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